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In May 1952, Mary Simm, who played cornet with the Kearsley Silver Band, started her second 
scrapbook of brass band memories.  She collected press cuttings, programmes and photographs 
of events she attended or took part in through 1952. Although there are a few items from 
1951/1953, the majority are from 1952. 
 
In May 1952 she lived at 6 Queen Street, Farnworth, near Bolton, Lancashire. 
 
In October 1955 she performed as a guest soloist with the Darwen & Hoddleston Silver Prize 
Band at a concert in Bold Venture Park. Also that year, in the autumn she took and passed the 
Bandsman’s College of Music Intermediate Examinations (Theory, with honours; Practical, with 
merit). It was reported in the February 1956 issues of Brass Band News, that she had joined the 
Ferodo Works Band (on second cornet, later moving to repiano), and that she had been a guest 
player frequently with Farnworth Old, Tyldesley and Eagley Mills bands. 
 
I don’t know what happened to volume 1 of her scrapbook, or any subsequent ones, nor do I 
have any further information about her. I hope that this can be remedied in the future.  
 
The following items are scanned from her scrapbook, more or less in the order she pasted them 
in. They cover not only the events of the Kearsley band, but also others in the area, providing a 
brief look at the banding aspects of a year in her life.  
 
Judging from the first item in the book, she played, or at least aspired to, a Besson Standard 181 
cornet – which was advertised as being the cornet of “choice” of many famous cornet soloists at 
that time. 
























































